* MAREESA
VALENTINE

ARTS & CULTURE WRITER, ARTIST ADVOCATE, AND
COMMUNITY STORYTELLER

WRITING & EDITORIAL
EXPERIENCE

Writer & Publisher | Reesa Speaks

2021 - PRESENT

e Publish long-form essays on creativity,
wellness, and the arts.

e Host the Creators in Bloom series, merging
writing  with  live discussions and
multimedia.

¢ Moderate dialogues with artists and cultural
workers to foster community reflection.

e Edit and distribute versatile multimedia
content in written, audio, and video formats.

Content Curator & Writer | Bay Social
2014 - 2018

e Composed and co-curated a monthly
newsletter featuring editorial content that
showcases emerging artists, community
events, and the vibrant creative culture of
the Bay Area.

o Crafted feature stories focusing on
underrepresented creators and exploring
the social impact of art.

Panelist & Moderator

Contributing Writer
Localeur | SF Examiner | Richmond Pulse 2024 -PR ES ENT

2014 - 2018 .

e Published arts, culture, and community-
focused stories amplifying marginalized
voices.

e Explored intersections of art, identity, and
place through narrative-driven reporting.

Moderator at Foolish of Me Film Premiere
Panel (Glassell School of Art, Houston | Apr
2025): Led a discussion with the director
and cast on storytelling and audience
engagement.

¢ Panelist at Crafting a Writer’s Life (Anaheim
Public Library | Indie Author Day, Nov 2024):
Discussed  writer  identity,  creative
sustainability, and self-care in artistic
practice.




C PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE )

IP Services Manager | Content Operations
Redbubble & Teepublic

2018 - PRESENT

Lead writer and editor of educational content for
450,000+ independent artists, simplifying intellectual
property and copyright concepts.

Create long-form Help Center articles that ensure legal
accuracy while fostering community trust and
empowerment.

Public speaker and panelist at events like the WIPR
Trademarks  Conference,  discussing  trademark
monitoring and platform accountability.

Facilitate discussions with legal experts and creatives,
showcasing strong public speaking and engagement
skills.

Collaborate to research trends affecting artists and
provide insights on policy impacts on creative
ecosystems.

Member | Articore Group Social Impact
Centre of Excellence

2

024

Researched barriers faced by underrepresented artists
and art's role in social change.

Designed engagement activities like focus groups and
interviews for insights into artists' needs.

Analyzed data on disparities in creative access to
inform initiatives supporting diverse creators.
Developed a strategy to enhance visibility and
opportunities  for marginalized artists through
community partnerships.

Marketing Coordinator | CPA & Consulting
Armanino LLP

2015-2016

Wrote and edited blog articles, thought leadership pieces,
and industry updates.

Shaped editorial content for clarity, tone, and audience
relevance.

PR & Social Media Account Coordinator
AMF Media Group

2013-2015

o Drafted press releases and editorial content for clients
across food service, healthcare, and public sectors.

e Supported digital storytelling and media outreach
initiatives.

@ COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT )

e Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. — Chapter
Journalist, documenting community initiatives and
cultural impact.

¢ Her Footprints Oakland — Board Member, leading
messaging and storytelling for youth mentorship
programs.

¢ Misssey.org — Marketing & PR Committee Member,
supporting advocacy and outreach through content
creation.

EDUCATION )

B.A. Journalism & Communications
Hampton Univeristy

2006 - 2010

SKILLS )

e Cultural & Critical Writing | Editorial Strategy |
Community Storytelling

e Moderation & Public Speaking | Podcasting |
Video Editing

e Qualitative Research | Artist Advocacy | Digital
Content Strategy




